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was offered for sale by public advertisement Thus,
therefore, there were two gross anomalies brought
into striking contrast. On the one side of the field
there were a number of absolutely empty spaces
endowed with the right of sending members to the
House of Commons ; and on the other side there
were populous and thriving towns and cities which
had no legal claim whatever to parliamentary repre-
sentation. It was obviously impossible that such a
state of things could long continue in a country like
England which was growing more every day into
civilisation ; but it cannot be doubted that the
French Revolution had, for a time, a disheartening
effect, even upon some most earnest advocates of a
rational scheme of reform. Besides these outrageous
anomalies, as we may fairly call them, the whole
electoral system was full of the grossest abuses.
When a contest took place in a borough, that is, in
a borough which had any population and any voters
to contest, the polling was allowed at one time to go
on for six weeks, and only towards the close of the
century was the time-limit reduced to fifteen days.
Bribery of the grossest kind was allowed to go on
without any one thinking of interfering. The cost of
a severe contest was so great that nobody but a rich
man, or at all events a man with rich backers, could
possibly think of undertaking to stand for a con-
stituency, no matter what his merits or his cause.